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Amendments to the Claims: reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 2 of 
this paper. 

Remarks: begin on page 12 of this paper. 
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This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing a call waiting priority alert service 
to a subscriber of a telephone line, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

associating at l e ast one priority cod e a plurality of priority codes with a telephone 
number of tthe telephone line , wherein each of the plurality of priority codes is further 
associated with a priority level of a plurality of priority levels, each of the plurality of 
priority levek is associated with a priority alert signal ; 

recei\\ng a call from a calling party who dialed the telephone number while the 
telephone line is engaged in a first communication session between the subscriber and a 
third party; \ 

solicitinglfrom receiving a priority code provided by the calling part y a priority 

wuv ^ 1 

determining whether the priority code provided by the calling party matches any 
of the at least on e pmority cod e plurality of priority codes associated with the telephone 
number ; \ 

playing a priomty alert signal associated with the priority code provided by the 
calling party to interfere with the first communication session if the priority code 
provided by the callingparty matches any of the plurality of priority codes associated 
with the telephone numoer ; and 
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executing a default action if the priority code provided by the calling party does 
not match any of tl e plurality of priority codes associated with the telephone number; and 

establishing a second communication session between the calling party and the 
subscriber if the subscriber chooses to suspend the first communication session. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the priority code provided 
by the calling party is unique to the calling party. 

3. (Currently Amendeb) The method of claim 1, wherein the priority code provided 
by the calling party is- was previously p rovided by the subscriber to the calling party-and 
oth e r priority call e rs . 1 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the priority alert signal 
associated with the priority <fode provided by the calling party is a regular call waiting 
tone. 

5. (Currently Amended!) The method of claim 1, further comprising th e st e p of 
playing an announcement ft r the calling party if the calling party does not provide any 
priority code. 

6. (Currently Amende< ) The method of claim 1 , further comprising th e st e p of 
playing an announcement ft r the calling party if the priority code provided by the calling 
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party does not match any 



of the at l e ast on e priority cod e plurality of priority codes 



associated with the telephone number . 



7. 



(Currently Amended) A method for providing a priority call waiting servic e s 



service to a subscriber of a telephone line, the method comprising th e steps of : 

associating a telephone number of the telephone line with a plurality of priority 
codes , wherein eac h of the plurality of priority codes associated with the telephone 
number represents a different priority level ; 

assigning a priority alert signal to each of the plurality of priority codes associated 
with the telephone number ; 

receiving a call from a calling party dialing the telephone number while the 
telephone line is engaged in a first communication session between the subscriber and a 
third party; 1 

soliciting froni receiving a priority code provided by the calling part y a priority 

tUUCj 1 

determining wnether the priority code provided by the calling party matches any 
of the plurality of priority codes associated with the telephone number ; 

playing a priority alert signal assigned to the priority code provided by the calling 
party if the priority codel provided by the calling party matches one of the plurality of 
priority codes associated With the telephone number ; and 

establishing a second communication session between the calling party and the 
subscriber if the subscriber chooses to suspend the first communication session. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein each priority alert signal 
assigned to each of th© plurality of priority codes associated with the telephone number is 
associat e d with a priority l e v e l represents a different calling party . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the calling party is 
provided by the subscriber with more than one of the plurality of priority codes 
associated with the telephone number . 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein each of the more than one 
of the plurality of priority podes associated with the telephone number represents a 
different priority level. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system for providing a priority call waiting alert service 
to a subscriber of a telephone line, the system comprising: 

a s e rvic e switching point switch in communication with the telephone line, 
wherein the servic e switching point switch is adapt e d configured to detect 



incoming calls intended for the subscriber when the subscriber is already engaged 
in a first communication session with a third party, and 

a servic e contrc ^peint- processor in communication with the s e rvic e 



switching point switch , 



wherein the s e rvice control point processor is adapt e d 
configured to review information associated with the subscriber, 

wherein when ttie s e rvic e switching point switch detects an incoming call 



intended for the subscriber from a calling party using a telephone number 
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associate 



J 



with the telephone line while the subscriber is already engaged in the 



first comn unication session with the third party, the s e rvic e switching point 
switch lamches a query comprising a subscriber number of the subscriber, 

wherein when the s e rvic e control point processor receives the query, the 
itrol point processor instructs the s e rvic e switching point switch to 



servic e co 



solicit a priority code from the calling party without interfering with the first 
communication session, 

wherein the s e rvic e control point processor instructs the s e rvic e switching 
pem ^switcn to interrupt int e rrupts the first communication session with a priority 
alert signal if the-apriority code suppli e d provided by the calling party is 
recognized py the s e rvic e control point processor to be one of a plurality of 
priority codes previously associated with the telephone number, wherein each of 
the plurality of priority codes is further associated with a priority level of a 
plurality of priority levels, each of the plurality of priority levels is associated 
with a priority alert signal 

wheilein the s e rvic e switching point switch then suspends the first 
communication session, and establishes a second communication session between 
the calling party and the subscriber if the subscriber chooses to suspend the first 



communication session. 



12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the s e rvic e switching point 
switch is provisioned with a trigger. 
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is a service control point 



1 3 . (Current y Amended) The system of claim 43-11, wherein the trigg e r is a 
terminating busWno answer trigg e r switch is a service switching point and the processor 



14. (Original) The system of claim 11, wherein the priority alert signal is a regular 
call waiting ton 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a call waiting priority alert service 
to a subscriber c f a telephone line, the method comprising th e steps of : 

associating at l e ast one priority cod e two or more priority codes with a telephone 
number of the telephone line in a database acc e ssibl e to a s e rvic e control point , wherein 
each of tme two or more priority codes is associated with a priority level of a plurality of 
priority levels, each of the plurality of priority levels is associated with a priority alert 



signal ; 

re ;eiving at a s e rvice switching point a call from a calling party at the telephone 
line while the telephone line is engaged in a first communication session between the 
subscriber and a third party; 

sel iciting from receiving a priority code provided by the calling part y a priority 



vUuV) 



of the at4e 



determining whether the priority code provided by the calling party matches any 



st on e priority cod e two or more priority codes associated with the telephone 



number ; 



Serial No.: 09/849,971 
Art Unit: 2645 



Attorney's Docket No.: BSOO-338 

Page 9 



1 



playin 
calling party to 



the third part\ 



establi 



a priority alert signal associated with the priority code provided by the 
interfere with the first communication session between the subscriber and 
and 

hing a second communication session between the calling party and the 



subscriber if tl te subscriber chooses to suspend the first communication session. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, wherein th e s e rvic e switching 
point compris e s a trigger that is associat e d with th e t e l e phon e lin e the plurality of priority 



levels are associated w 



th a plurality of priority alert signals, wherein each of the plurality 



of priority signals represents a different calling party . 



17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim46 15, wherein th e trigg e r is on e of a 
termination att e mpt trig ; e r and a t e rminating busy/no answ e r trigg e r the plurality of 



priority levels are associated with a plurality of priority alert signals, wherein each of the 



plurality of priority alert 



18. (Currently Amen 



signals represents a different level of priority or urgency . 



led) The method of claim 15, wherein the priority code provided 



by the calling party is unique to the calling party. 



1 9. (Currently Amen 
by the calling party is on 
wherein each of the seve 
r e pr e s e nt a different prio 



led) The method of claim 15, wherein the priority code provided 
5 of several priority codes available to the calling party and 
al priority codes available to the calling party represents 
ity level. 
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20. (Currently A mended) A method for providing a priority call waiting s e rvic e s 
service to a subscriber of a telephone line, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

associating a telephone number of the telephone line with a plurality of priority 
codes , whe] ein each of the plurality of priority codes is further associated with a priority 



level of a p 



uralitv of priority levels : 



assigning a priority alert signal to each of the plurality of priority codes; 
recc iving a call at a s e rvic e switching point from a calling party while the 
telephone 1 ne is engaged in a first communication session between the subscriber and a 
third party; 

soliciting from receiving a priority code provided by the calling part y a priority 



dete: 



lining whether the priority code provided by the calling party matches any 
of the plurality of priority codes associated with the telephone number ; 

playing a priority alert signal assigned to the priority code provided by the calling 
party if the priority code provided by the calling party matches one of the plurality of 
priority code s associated with the telephone number ; and 

establMiing a second communication session between the calling party and the 
subscriber if the subscriber chooses to suspend the first communication session. 



21. (Currently Ar 



priority cod e s is assoc 



party is unique to the galling party 



ended) The method of claim 20, wherein e ach of th e plurality of 
at e d with a priority l e v e l the priority code provided by the calling 



M 
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22. (Curren 
provided by th<; 
associated witt 



ly Amended) The method of claim 20, wherein the calling party is 
subscriber with more than one of the plurality of priority codes 
the telephone number . 



23 . (Currer tly Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein each of the more than one 
of the plurality pf priority codes associated with the telephone number represents a 
different priority level. 



